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ROBERT F. KENNEDY: In the hurricane's eye at home and abroad 


A conspiracy and cover-up? 


THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. 
KENNEDY, bv William W. Turner and 
Juna C- Christian. 197 pages. Illustrated. 
Random House. >&9S. 

Review by 

MAURICE DO L BIER 


Not ’.onf aga io magazine articles. ui- 
vwtjgaov* reportage m newspapers, and 
boot liter book from maw la* well as 
decdedhr minor) ouoluhers. conspiracy 
Oteor.es abounded aaoui che as&uaru- 
tion* uf John and Rooert Kennedy and 


Martin Luther King. Some were bolstered 
by venous examination of deficiencies »n 
the public record, or thoughtful discus- 
sions of seeming anomalies m such tech- 
nical fields as tail* sues or anatomy: some 
were deartv poetically motivated: some 
were sheer fantasy, on a par with person- 
al reminiscence* of being taken captive 
briefly ay little green men from flying 
saucers. * 

As is the case with so many topics tak- 
en up hy the media, overpiav field its own 
fatality. Whiie swail amuos. now dismtv 
nveiy referred to -uvuiutaoon out rs.* 
hHd convotionAtrom ume to tune, uke 


Baker Street Irregulars and “S/jr Trent 
buffs.' the media went on to other mat- 
ters. and so did the public, though still" ' 
nagged by the thought that "there must A 
have been somethin* more to iu“ ihnig- - 
png it off with the twin thought "Well. I ' 
guess mere 5 do way well ever really- 
know." 

In the (ate summer of 1978. it ha* taken - 
publisher's courage to bring out a book on 
Robert Kennedy's assassination, with u. 
subtitle: “A .-euthm; loon at me conspir- • 
acy and cover-up: l9W-»97&." U is a book, 
chat must be reckoned with, and that 
should persuade AuihonU«s-to reopen an. . 


ui i »ic lUTUCr 

Chnstian. the first a former FBI ipecia 
agent, the second a radio newsman. hav« 
made a most convincing case for a cover 
up. largely on the part of the Los Angele; 
Police Department, and though some o 
their conspiracy speculation* fai 
out— -Sirhan Sirhan as a kind of Manchu 
rfan Candidate nvpnotkally programme* 
to pull the tngger— their investigation: 
have uncovered enough ndd characters 
ur.exoiamed contliccs m testimony. am 
biguous fractions, and unlikely coma 
derees. to make, it wwuri veera. a re 
opened investigation mandatory 
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